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 Mission Statement 
To provide the highest quality of services and programs to children and adults who have a developmental disability 

that reside in Madison County, Illinois. 
 
 

MANY THANKS TO 

THE FOLLOWING 

PEOPLE WHO 

GENEROUSLY 

DONATED TO THE 

ARC: 

Betty Dukes, Scheffel & Company, P.C., 
County Appliance, Ed Cordes, Barbra & Jeff 
Davis, Global Brass & Copper, Alton 
Foundation, Jim & Catherine Schrimpf, Nick 
Moehn, Marcella Taylor, Sam & Sharon 
Roberts, Senator William Haine, Jeff & 
Dorothy Ebbeler, ConocoPhilllips, Jim & Mary 
Mihalich, Kiwanis Club of Wood River 
Township, Patrick & Laura Shansey, and Dan 
& Joan Wiedman.  
 

We extend our sympathy to the family of 

Harvey Harmon.  Harvey was the husband of 
Pat Harmon, who worked in the School 
Program as a nurse.  After her retirement, Pat 
continues to volunteer in many activities of the 
ARC.  ARC was named as a memorial for 
Harvey.  
 

 Special Olympics:  Fifteen (15) bowlers 

participated at the Area 12 Bowling Special 
Olympics in August:  Bob, Catherine, Gerald, 
Dan, Steven, Ken, Anthony, Andy, Anthony, 
John, Tim, Keith, Erika, Suzanna and 
Raymond.  Of these bowlers, three were to 
advance to the Sectionals:  Catherine, Erika and 
Suzanna.  However, they were unable to 
participate in the Sectionals in October. 
 

The 31st Annual Benefit 

Dance will be held 

November 19, 2011, at the 

Bethalto KC Hall.  

Mondinband will provide 
the entertainment. This year, 

we are pleased to have Irene and Pat 
McLaughlin and Mick and Amy Monahan as  
co-chairs for the dance. Mr. Monahan is a 
Senior Graphic Designer at the Boeing 
Corporation in St. Louis and President of Brick 
Street Creative in Alton.  Mrs. Monahan is the 
Family Wellness Coordinator directing the Play 
Pals Program at Saint Anthony’s Health Center 
in Alton.  Irene McLaughlin is the Volunteer 
Coordinator at Alton Memorial Hospital in 
Alton, and her husband Pat is the former 
President and CEO of East Alton Supply 
Company. Tickets are $15 each. If you haven’t 
already bought your ticket – contact Shirley 
Wiedman at 466-1070 or Jeanne Johnson at the 
ARC Office 251-2175 for tickets or more 
information. 
 

t this time of year, we  recognize our staff for 

their accomplishments.  Each month dedicated 
employees’ names are placed in a drawing to win 
the Perfect Attendance Award which includes a 

cash prize.  During the past year, the Perfect Attendance 
recipients are: 
 Shamir McTizic (DT) Cheryl Blaha (School) 
 Mike Vandiver (School) Lori Rodgers (DT) 
 Doug Eason (CILA) Joe Crawford (Maint) 
 Carol Basden (DT) Barb Basile (DT) 

Jane Hibbs (DT –she won twice!) 
 Cindy Lefferson (School)   
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 We continue to recognize Employees of the 

Month. These cash awards are given 6 times a year in 3 
different groupings (School, DT, and all other 
employees).  During the past year, these people received 
Employee of the Month recognition: 

 School Program:  Kim Bollinger, Brad Gold, 
Aunya Knox, Tawni Chenowith, Mary Dondanville and 
Rae Crouch. 

 DT Program:  Tina Ewing, Dave Harris, Sandra 
Singleton, Jamie Foster, Jamie Franklin, and Fran 
Wallace. 

 All Other Employees (Residential, FSU, 

Administration, Maintenance):   Cheryl Blaha, Joe 
Crawford, Andrea Welsh, Jean Standefer, Nita Whitten 
and Bryanne Custer. 
 Employees of the Month are nominated and 
selected by their peers for their outstanding work 
performance.   

 Employees are also recognized for their years of 

service at 20, 25, 30 and 35 years.  Active employees 
who have received these awards are: 

35 years: Cheryl Blaha, Cindy Lefferson 

30 years: Audrey Fithen,  Jeanne Johnson, Gary  
  Osborne, Terri Schulte, and Dave Logan 

25 years: Barb Basile, Stephani Meyer, Donna  
  Bailey, Bob Hunt, Jean Standefer,  
  Darlene Cox, Wendy Holliday and Bill  
  Lawson 

20 years: Becky Jellen, Carol Basden, Becky  
  Simmons, Vicky Gentry, Grace  
  Daubman, Bob Walters, Carolyn Simon, 

Joe Crawford, Kathie Henderson,  
Christy Spinks, Bev Bell, Theresa Leese 
and Jane Hibbs. 

  
 The ARC recognizes the dedication of these 
employees and values their many years of service to the 
ARC! 
 

Janice Tolliver recently retired from the ARC.  Jan 

had worked with the ARC since the 1980s.  She had been 
the Residential Program Director for many years, and she 

will be missed.  Rosjean Custer, was named as her 
replacement as the Residential Program Director. 
 

ach year area Knights of Columbus groups 
participate in the Tootsie Roll Drive.  This year, in 
September,  22 staff donated 80 hours to help in 

the Bethalto, Alton and Wood River Tootsie Roll Drives. 
 The area KCs are always generous in their donations to 

our organization – and we look forward to helping them 
each year. 
 

What you should know about 

WILLS 
WHAT IS A WILL? 

Very simply, a Will is a legal document stating precisely 
how a person wants his or her material possessions 
distributed after death. It is really a continuation of one’s 
wishes after they pass on. 

DO YOU NEED A WILL? 
Most emphatically - YES! 
Every mature person - male or female, married, single or 
widowed, who owns any property at all (house, 
furnishings, car, savings, securities, pensions, insurance, 
jewelry or other valuables) should have a Will. Yet, it is 
estimated that in the United States, where people are 
especially sensitive to the need for insurance, as many as 
85% die without a Will! 
Many people, especially younger men and women, avoid 
making a Will because they don’t like to think about 
death, don’t want to get involved in legal matters, or 
think they own too little to justify making a Will. This is 
not only wrong, but very unfair - not only to themselves 
but to their relatives and friends as well. 

RISKS OF NOT MAKING A WILL... 
Should you die intestate (without a Will), you lose the 
precious privilege of the voluntary disposition of your 
property, which could cause serious problems for your 
survivors. 
Whatever you leave then will be distributed according to 
the laws of your state. A legal administrator will be 
appointed to supervise this procedure.  
Many of your most precious possessions might then go to 
those you do not wish to receive them while more 
deserving relatives and friends get nothing. 
Moreover, this process involves expensive court costs 
which will detract from the value of your estate. Most 
important, without a Will, relatives, friends and charities 
you wish to remember may receive nothing at all.  

FIVE REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD  

HAVE A WILL: 

1. Your Will gives you peace of mind of knowing 
those you want to remember will be remembered, 
according to your wishes and not by the impersonal 
dictates of law. 
2. A Will enables parents of younger children to 
name the guardians they choose for them rather than 
leaving this important decision to the courts. While court 
appointed guardians can allow for little more than the 
necessities for your children, subject to court approval, 
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your Will can provide for a more comfortable life-style 
and proper education, especially for handicapped 
children whose needs may be greater than other 
children’s. Through a Will, too, you can provide for 
trusts which will save taxes and probate costs. 
3. A Will also protects those who may feel they 
have too little. Actually, most people are worth much 
more than they realize. A Will lets them distribute 
whatever they have to those they care about most. 
4. A Will permits you to distribute as YOU wish, 
precious heirlooms, or sentimental family keepsakes 
which might otherwise be given away without thought or 
feeling. 
5. With a Will you can choose an executor whom 
you know and trust to carry out your wishes rather than 
leaving such decisions to a court appointee who might be 
a complete stranger. 

STEPS YOU SHOULD TAKE TO PREPARE A 

VALID WILL.... 

●Prepare a list of everything you own - your home, 
furnishings, car, savings, stocks, pensions, insurance, 
jewelry, etc. as well as any debts or other liabilities. 
●List the relatives and friends you wish to remember. 
●Select a competent friend or relative, or a bank (or both) 
as your executor(s) or executrix. 
●CONSULT AN ATTORNEY. This is the most 
important! Never try to make a Will on your own. If you 
want to be certain your Will stands up to probate in court, 
it must be legally valid and conform to the laws of your 
state. Only a qualified attorney can assure you of that. 
Legal fees for drawing up a Will are modest and are a 
most prudent investment. Your attorney can show you 
how to avoid oppressive inheritance taxes and actually 
increase what you leave to those you love through 
bequests to religious, charitable and educational 
institutions, family trusts and lifetime gifts to family and 
charity. 

PRECAUTIONS TO OBSERVE 
Once you have made a Will, make sure it is kept in a safe 
place - like your attorney’s safe or safe deposit box. 
MOST IMPORTANT - Let your executor know where 
your Will is kept so that it is always within easy access. 
Keep your Will up to date to include changes in your net 
worth and marital and family status. 
Do not make any changes or additions without consulting 
your attorney. Improper changes or marginal notes may 
very well invalidate your entire Will.  
 
Throughout your life you may have given gifts to not for 
profit organizations, religious organizations, and 
charitable organizations.  Through your Will you can 
continue to give to these organizations after you pass on. 

 Such bequests are not subject to federal and/or state 
taxes.  

GLOSSARY OF LEGAL TERMS 
When you consult your attorney about your Will, he will 
undoubtedly use a number of legal terms. To make it 
easier for you to understand the proceeding, some of the 
most commonly used words are explained here: 

ESTATE - all your assets and liabilities at the time of 
death. 

PROPERTY - everything you own. 

REAL PROPERTY - land and any buildings on it. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY - everything else - savings, 
securities, pensions, insurance, car, clothing, jewelry and 
other valuables. 

BEQUEATH - to give personal property in a Will. 

BEQUEST - personal property given in a Will.  

EXECUTOR - a person, bank, trust company, etc. 
named to administer the execution of the Will. 

INTESTATE - the condition of dying without a Will. 

ADMINISTRATOR - a person (or bank) appointed by 
the courts to administer the estate and distribute the 
property of someone who dies intestate. 

CODICIL - A document prepared after the Will which 
adds to or revised it. 

PROBATE - process whereby the validity of a Will is 
determined by the courts. 

RESIDUARY ESTATE - what is left after 
administration costs, taxes, and specified gifts of property 
are disposed of. 

WAYS YOU CAN REMEMBER THE WILLIAM M. 

BEDELL ARC IN YOUR WILL: 

General Bequest - You simply give a stated amount or 
percentage of your estate with no conditions attached. 
For example: I give, devise and bequeath to William M. 

BeDell ARC the sum of $____ to be used for the purpose 

for which it was established. 

Designated Bequest - Provides a sum for specific 
purposes. 
For example: I give, devise and bequeath to William M. 

BeDell ARC the sum of $___ to be used for 

_____________. 

Residuary Bequest - Gives the remainder of your estate 
or a portion thereof to a specific organization after all 
other bequests are met. 
For example: All the rest, residue and remainder of my 

estate, both real and personal, wherever situated, I give, 

devise and bequeath to William M. BeDell ARC to be 

used for the purposes for which it was established. 

Contingent Bequest - Gives an organization any part of 
your estate other beneficiaries are unable to receive 
because of death or other circumstances. 
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Bequests providing life income - This sets up a fund 
which will invest and pay income to your state 
beneficiary or beneficiaries for life. After that, the 
principal will revert to your designated organization.  

Testamentary Trust - The management of your estate is 
placed with a bank or trust company.  Upon your 
beneficiary’s death, the remainder of the trust is given to 
whomever you designate. 
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